ﬁ/l’bﬂe “7%/&? "’ wete

CALLED

CHRISTIANS

BY
DR. JERRY N. WATTS






My SPECIAL THANKS:

TO SEVERAL MINISTER FRIENDS WHO OFFERED INPUT INTO THIS
PROJECT; CHARLIE GiBBS, DON BOONE, LONNIE WASCOM,
RICHARD BRADLEY.

To MY FAMILY, DEBORIA, CHRISTY, AND JONATHON FOR THEIR
SUPPORT DURING THESE MANY YEARS.

TO THE MANY CONGREGATIONS WHO HAVE ALLOWED ME TO SERVE IN
THE MANY DIFFERENT CAPACITIES.

To MY LORD, WHO NOT ONLY SAVED ME, BUT HAS REMAINED IN AN
ATTITUDE OF FORGIVENESS AND COMPANIONSHIP ALONG THE
JOURNEY. MY PRAYER IS THAT THIS WORK HONORS Him AND His
DESIRED PLANS FOR HIS REDEEMED PEOPLE.

| OWE A DEBT OF GRATITUDE TO MY FRIEND, MRS. WANDA DAViIS.
HER ASSISTANCE IN REVIEWING AND EDITING THE TEXT IS, WITHOUT
A DOUBT, A TRUE ACT OF SELFLESSNESS. THANKS, WANDA.

HAVING RECENTLY RELOCATED, MY NEW SECRETARY, MRS. ALICE
EDDINGS HAS SPENT MANY HOURS CHECKING FOR MY “EDITIORIAL
MISTAKES”. FOR HER WONDERFUL ASSISTANCE AND GODLY
COUNSEL, | AM EXTREMELY GREATFUL. THANKS ALICE, NOT JUST
FOR THIS BOOK, BUT ALL THAT YOU DO TO ASSIST IN MINISTRY. ONLY
HEAVEN ITSELF WILL REVEAL THE WIDTH AND BREATH OF THE
MINISTRY YOU HAVE FROM THIS CHURCH OFFICE. YOU ARE DEEPLY
LOVED AND APPRECIATED.

iii



v



The Preface
The Pastor had just delivered a fiery message. The gospel of Jesus was
clearly explained. Sitting in the back row, Joey Butler knew himself all
too well. When the pastor explained that a “sinner” was someone who
had broken God’s law and offended God, Joey knew the pastor was
talking to him. When the pa stor had said, “a sinner is guilty before God
and deserves death” it seemed the pastor was looking directly at him .
“In conclusion,” the pastor finished, “the possibility for escape from
eternal death has been provided by Jesus Christ ’s death on the cross .
Through the cross of Christ, you can gain forgiveness for your sin, begin
a relationship with Him, and be assured of an eternal home in heaven.
“All of this is yours for the asking.” “To this point, Joey felt sure that this
preacher knew the internal s truggle that was raging inside of his heart
and furthermore, in making this final statement the pastor seemed to
point a finger directly at him. It seemed to Joey that every word which
had been spoken during the service had found a target in his heart.
When the time of commitment began, Joey was the first one down the
aisle. With the pastor’s assistance, Joey bowed his head, heart, and life
before the Lord, repented of his sin, ask ed Christ to save him, and then
thanked God for the gift of forgiveness, et ernity, and fellowship. What an
exciting time!
The Pastor then turned to his congregation and said, “Let me introduce
you to the newest “Christian” in the house, meet Joey Butler!”
Thunderous applause broke out as the congregation had been praying
for Joey for months and were genuinely excited to see him make his
decision for Christ.
Coming to faith and leading someone to “faith” are both incredible
experiences. The exhilarating experience of leading someone to faith is
one which, sad to say, many who ¢ laim to be “Christians” never have the
occasion to enjoy. Why is that? That question will have to wait for
another book. However, the pages which follow take a discriminating
look at another IMPORTANT issue.
“The moment Joey trusted Christ as Savior; did he “truly” become a
“Christian?” What a perplexing and unaddressed question ! Certainly, he
was born into the family of God. Certainly, he was beginning the journey
of walking by faith. Certainly, through his faith in Christ his eternal
destiny was secured and his life was rearranged, but that is not the
question. Through believing in his heart, Joey was immediately
transformed by the “renewing of His mind.” But what was he
transformed “into?”
For all my lifetime, traditional teachers, thinkers, and (as far as | know)
theologians, have taught that at the moment of salvation, we become a
“Christian?” But | ask now, what exactly is it that gives us the “right” to
be called a “Christian?” Who or what determines what it means to be
called a “Christian?” Do we truly become a “Christian” when we come to
faith in Christ? In an “instant” are we expected to become a ‘little
Christ?” Is that truly what transpired in the first century? Or is there
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more to becoming a “Christian” and through a lack of an honest
evaluation, have we failed to adequately teach it the Bible way?
Certainly, the Bible teaches that coming to Christ for salvation is an
“‘event.” Scripture is laced with numerous indications which teach us
that we come to Christ, call on His name, and ar e saved in a moment.
Some of the wonderful passages which remind us of this truth are;

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved”
“Repent, and be baptized, everyone of you for the remission of your
sin”

“For by grace are you saved through faith, it is the gift of God, not of
works, lest any man should boast”

“...with the mouth confession is made...and with the heart you
believe...”

“To them who believed, to them he gave the right to become the sons
of God.”

“Whoever calls on the Name of the Lord will be saved”

While it is true at the moment we repent, trust, and believe, we do
indeed become a Child of God, do we instantaneously become a
“Christian?” Do we truly become a “little Christ?” Or conversely, is our
eternal destiny secured by the e vent of salvation which only sets in
motion the process of developing into a “Christian?” Please open your
mind and heart to consider this truth. It is novel and yet , | believe, it is
soundly “biblical.”

This book will reveal a concept which, as far as | can tell, has not been
written on nor taught about. Having discussed my personal convictions
with several friends, fellow ministers (and yes, there is a difference), as
well as mentors, | have found most to wrinkle their foreheads and then
question me vehemently about the validity of this teaching. However, no
one has convinced me that becoming a believer brings with it the
automatic status of Christian. Conversely, a growing number of
ministers have assured me of their prayer support and of their inte nt to
read, study, and even develop this concept in their own teaching
ministry.

The very name “Christian” speaks of one’s character, attitude, maturity,
response, and much more. Itis not a question of “what would Jesus do, ”
itis more of a question o f “what did Jesus do” and “how did He go about
it.”

Having now spent almost 30 years “behind the pulpit” as a Worship
Leader, Youth Minister, “Assistant Pastor, and Senior Pastor (you 're
right, | know, | can’t seem to keep a job), | have been given the gre at
opportunity of seeing many different types of people and personalities
from numerous states, cultures, races, and backgrounds, with the
common thread of being a part of the Church of our Lord Christ. In this
pilgrimage one thing has become evident - “Not all people who come to
Christ for salvation become ‘a little Christ ‘(l.E., Christian) in actions,

V1



attitude, response, and/or spiritual maturity. ”

This material is not meant to be mean, harsh, or judgmental; the Lord
knows the deepest desire of my heart . Being “pharisaical” is one of the
true marks of “not” developing into a “Christian” and that is certainly not
my intent. Rather, it is my desire to bring to light a teaching which will
assist each of us personally that we may fulfill the Great Commissio n
and “then some.”

This concept will be quite simple and yet, simplicity seems to be the way
the Lord Himself works . This text will traverse a course which shall take
us through several “levels” or “stages” of life. May we keep in mind that
“life is always cumulative?” In order to reach each level, we must pass
through the previous level, establish a firm foundation, and then move
up. As you and | ascend these levels we will discover a number of
truths, some of which are simple and well -known. However, we will
discover that it is not for “us,” as believers, to designate, determine, or
decide, when “we” have reached the top level. For the “traditional
Christian,” the one who actually makes this determination and chooses
to tag us with the title “Christian” may prove to be an unsettling
discovery.

My personal prayer is that you will read the ensuing material with an
open mind and heart and then allow God to speak to you through these
words. For itis my belief that many, many professing Christians already
understand there is more to being a “Christian” than walking an aisle,
praying to receive Christ, and then weekly (or weakly) sitting on a pew.
Furthermore, | am convicted and convinced that many of us who wear
the “name” Christians know better than to b elieve we are the least bit
“like” Jesus in our personality, temperament, deportment, attitudes, and
actions. As believers, may each of us develop into a person recognized
as “Christian.”

Jerry Watts
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“A Startling Statement”

It happened one Friday afternoon in our town’s small television studio
where we were taping a weekend news show called “NEWSWEEK.” Newsweek
is a program which holds discussions on the “hot topics” of the previous week or
month. Each show features two guests from the local community. From time to
time | was asked to be a guest and present a Biblical perspective on the topic of
the day. Because of my close proximity to the station the co-hosts, Doug and
Dave, and | are friendly acquaintances if not “friends.” Recalling this particular
show, we were about six minutes or so into the discussion when Dave, in
response to one of my comments, made one of the most startling statements |
had ever heard. He said, “Many people have been killed in the name of

Christianity.”

Candidly, the topic of that particular segment escapes my mind, but the
memory and the gravity of that statement are something | cannot seem to shake.
Even as | write these words | am keenly aware that most readers are going to

ask me the following questions;

Don’t you know what happened to Stephen in Acts 87
Don’t you know what happened to Paul?
Don’t you know what happened to the disciples?
Haven’t you read “Fox’s Book of Martyrs?”
What about the Holy Wars?

The answer to all these rhetorical questions (as well as others) is
obviously yes. However, hearing Dave’s question presented in this manner
caused my mind to start spinning and began to open my thoughts to the
possibility that "receiving Christ’ does not automatically make you a “Christian.”
Furthermore, being killed in the name of Christianity was not necessarily the
same as being martyred for your beliefs. In large measure, Dave s reference
was directed toward all those fanatical, tyrannical, and ungodly people who have
committed murder. If given the opportunity for discussion, Dave would quote the

incidents of an abortionist being murdered in the name of ‘pro-life’ and even
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possibly questioned the fact that the Bible supports the death penalty. He would
also speak of those who have been killed with the name of ‘Christianity as the
stated reason and/or motivation. Admittedly, Dave’s religious background as
well as his relationship to God is unknown to me. However, the fact that | do not
know his religious background gives me all the more reason to honestly evaluate
what | have been taught in order to discover the truth of what the Bible actually

teaches about becoming a Christian.

A BIBLICAL REVIEW

To gain a clear perspective about this title “Christian, ” let us take a brief journey
through the New Testament and examine the uses of this word.
The word ‘Christian’ appears only three times in the New Testament. Each
occurrence is a little different from the other. Consider these passages;
Acts 11:25-26 and when he found him, he brought him to
Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met wih the

church and taught great numbers of people. The disciples were
called Christians first at Antioch.

(from New International Version)

Being the first time the term “Christian” is used in Holy Scripture requires us to
carefully consider this passage. Admittedly, | am not a Greek Scholar, so | will
depend on the real ‘scholars’ for the information we consider. Additionally, the
resulting conclusions and the concepts | will share will be the convictions that
God has developed in me. | have found no one who has written a word about
the process that you will discover in the coming pages. These have now
become my personal deep -seated convictions. | teach, preach, and discuss
them with people everywhere.

According to both Strong 's' and Thayer’s”, the Greek word used in all three

passages is Christianos (khris-tee-an-os') which is defined as a ‘follower of

Christ.” While this is accurate, it is definitely not complete.

'Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Stramg's Numbers and Concordance with Expanded
Greek-Hebrew Dictionary. Copyright (c) 1994, Biblesoft International Bible
Translators, Inc.

Thayer's Greek Lexicon, Electronic Database Copyright (c) 2000 by Biblesoft
14



Adam Clark’s commentary says this;

It is evident they had the name Christians from CHRIST their
master; as the Platonists and Pythagoreans had their name from
their masters, Plato and Pythagoras. Now, as these had their
name from those great masters because they attended their
teaching, and credited their doctrines, so the disciples were
called Christians because they took Christ for their teacher,
crediting his doctrines, and following the rule of life laid down by
him.?

From the many notes, commentaries, and word studies, we can conclude these
believers at Antioch lived their lives in accordance with the teachings, doctrines,
and the example set by their Lord Christ Himself. And in doing so, each of them
became a ’little Christ” in keeping with the name Christian. In truth, these
Christians had not only studied the teachings and doctrines of Christ, but they
had allowed these teachings to reform their lifestyle and transform their souls. It
was not simply an intellectual assent nor was it an emotional pull; it became a
way of life. One of my favorite sayings is “you do what you believe, the restis just
talk.” These words especially ring true for the authentic believer that has earned

the name ’Christian.’

These believers at Antioch did not just study the manuscripts (Bible Study), they
were not simply devoted to learning about Apostle’s Doctrine, they did not just
‘learn’ about Jesus and his life, rather they allowed what they learned to change

their way of life. They were “called” Christians. It should be noted at this point
that they never called themselves Christians. It was a name given to them by
those who watch their lives. We will deal at length with this truth and its

implication in chapter five.

Adam Clarke's Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Biblesoft
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The next passage;

Acts 26:27-28 King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? |
know you do.” Then Agrippa said to Paul, "Do you think
that in such a short time you can persuade me to be a
Christian?" (From New International Version)

As previously stated, the same Greek word is used here as in the previously
mentioned passage. However, a study of this text reveals many, many issues
which would require a lengthy discussion. But for the purposes of this study, itis
of significance and it is also safe for both the first century church and us to make
the following observation;

"When King Agrippa used the term ‘Christian,’ he was not referring
simply to those who had placed their faith in Christ for salvation, but
rather those who had also allowed Jesus teachings to change their
lifestyles and priorities. He had ‘seen’ the changed lives of these
believers. And now, in front of him, stood Paul (whom the King
quite likely knew as ‘Saul of Tarsus’) bearing witness with his life
and lips of the validity of Jesus as the Messiah. Furthermore, Paul’s
words were having an impact only because Agrippa had heard about
and seen this life well lived.”

There is little doubt that Agrippa was moved by the truth of God’s word, yet the
power of God’s word could have been all but neutralized had he not s een in the
life of Paul and the other believers such authenticity. Had these people simply
been 'playing church,’ this encounter could (and probably would) have been

entirely different.

A PRACTICAL APPLICATION

May | digress for a moment simply to emphasize one of the great reasons for

this book and | believe, one of the great needs among believers today. T he
need is simply, 'authenticity.' Not religiosity, not pharisaism, nor ‘churchianity,’
but authentic Christianity. There is a resounding need in this culture for us
believers to develop and/or mature in our faith so that the world may see

Jesus in our actions, our walk, our talk, and our very lives. In his book ‘The

Day America Told The Truth,” George Barna’s research reveals a startling

revelation about America’s view of ‘Christians.” He tells us that our culture

defines a Christian with two basics characteristics. First, Christians attend
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church, and second, they are very judgmental *. What a sad commentary on
the people who bear the name which represents the very one whose life is
epitomized by love, concern, and compassion. Without reservation you and |
should agree that we need to take a deep and honest look in our hearts and
seek to discover exactly what has gone wrong in the believing community. If
our culture is to ever see the need to come to faith in Christ, as believers, an
attempt at changing the public’s perception of Christians and Christianity must
be forthcoming. The words of Gandhi should have awakened us when he
said; ‘the trouble with Christianity is Christians. These honest words offered by
a nonbeliever should have driven a stake in our spiritual hearts and souls so
deeply that an immediate evaluation and change should have occurred. This
change should have been birthed at the local church level in our teaching and
training. However, it did not happen. Candidly such a change in perception
cannot be legislated, advertised on the radio, television, or in the newspaper.
It must be lived! There is an old hymn whose chorus says, ‘let others see
Jesus in you.” | suggest that these words were the basic tenets of belief for
those ‘Christians’ at Antioch. They were called ‘Christians’ not solely because
of their beliefs, but rather as a result of their lives. Thus, it is our lives or our
lifestyles which in actuality proclaim our worthiness to wear the name
‘Christian.’

1 Peter 4:16 however, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be
ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name (from New
International Version)

This is the last usage of the word ‘Christian’ in the New Testament and it is the
only occurrence in which one believer is using this term to describe another
believer. It is more than a little interesting to note the context of this verse dealing
with suffering. Candidly, only a fully-developed Christian is capable of handling
suffering in a ‘Christian’ manner, or better stated, as “Christ Himself would have.’

To the immature, undeveloped, or underdeveloped believers, going through

*Barna, George, “The Day American Told The Truth”..

17



suffering sometimes causes actions, for which they later find themselves being

ashamed. Additionally, their reactions and even their responses have a way of
being harmful and hurtful to themselves as well as those who are watching. Yet

for the true Christian, suffering serves as a bright light to illumine actions and
responses that truly illustrate and demonstrate Christ likeness. To illustrate this
issue of handling suffering as a ‘Christian’ let me now share a story.

One of my best friends in the world is a Christian radio personality, manager,
salesman, and entrepreneur. His name is Roy Wykoff. When Roy and | met
years ago, he was managing the local AFR radio station. Immediately he and |
became fast friends so we would often socialize with our wives. The four of us

truly “hit it off.” Roy, Barbara, Jerry, and Deb spent several holidays together
and genuinely enjoyed each other ’s company. In December 1999, Barbara (38
years old at the time) was diagnosed with cancer. During a major surgery, a

large tumor was removed from her abdomen. Additionally, all the cancer was
seemingly excised at the same time and after the routine test, she was dec lared
cancer free. However, the prognosis was not good. She was told that this
particular type of cancer would most certainly return.

The year 2000 brought for this couple a time of sharing, traveling, sightseeing,

talking, and yes, planning for the inevitable. Roy and Barb even went to several
churches and testified about God’s unfailing love and the presence of the Holy
Spirit they had sensed during these difficult days. Candidly, Barb had to be
coerced to go and share this message because she did not consider herself
anything special and certainly not a public speaker.

That year, Deb and | spent Thanksgiving and Christmas with Roy and Barb. It
was as we were backing the car out of their driveway on Christmas Eve we
commented to each other that both of us felt Barb was getting sick again. Since
she was never a complainer, ‘if we were to know that she was not feeling well,
we would have to figure it out for ourselves. Barbara’s not saying a word about
how she felt was her way of protecting the holi day time for her friends. Six weeks
later this beautiful lady went home to be with the Lord. This time for sure, “our
loss was Heaven’s gain.”

But here is the key; the way Roy and Barb handled her sickness, her suffering,

and even her passing, was a testimony as to the how we should endure suffering
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as a “Christian.” While it is true that Saint Peter, in the above passage, was quite
likely writing more about the persecution type of suffering than health problems, |

believe the application can be easily transferred. It would have been easy for
Barb to become cold hearted toward God about her condition, it would have

been easier for Roy to put his fist in the air and be angry at God for taking the
love of his life in the prime of her life, but consider the testimony they gave from
their response to her suffering. Without speaking a word, theirs was an authentic
demonstration of how Christians should respond to suffering.

Now listen, | am sure they spent many nights in prayer asking God to extend
Barb’s life. We can be equally sure that there were many times they asked God

‘why?!” However, even to this day, as Roy continues to comprehend and

understand all of God’s reasoning and timing, things like bitterness, coldness,
abandonment of God, as well as al | the other negative ways he could have
responded has not been the norm. He continues to trust and serve God. Now,

lest | am misunderstood, Roy is not a perfect man (he’s one of my best friends
and you can trust me on this), but in this instance, when it would have been so
easy to lose faith, lose heart, lose temper, and lose direction, he has honored

the name of [JChristian[] by his actions and reaction. He has also been a great
source of strength to some who have lost loved ones in an untimely manner.

From all observations, Roy and Barb demonstrated what it means to respond

like an authentic Christian. That is just like Jesus did. (As an aside, some five
years later God rewarded Roy’s faith and faithfulness with a new wife. And her
name is Barbara. And it is my belief that she is indeed God’s gift to Roy for his

faith and faithfulness during his years of being alone. What a great God!!)
AN OVERVIEW OF WHAT’S AHEAD

In the pages to come we will progress through this journey of discovering what it

truly means to ‘become’ a Christian. So let us be both honest and clear.
Honesty demands that we adm it the difference in spiritual Christianity and the
political use of this name. It is the political use of the name which has cost
untold lives in the Holy Wars (or unholy, depending on your take) and other such
circumstances. It is the spiritual use of the name which has, across the ages,

claimed the lives of countless martyrs. Clarity demands that we state and accept
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the credo which says, ‘becoming a Christian is not a one step process.’ It is not
simply a decision, but rather, a journey or a trek that begins with a decision and
is guided by multiple decisions. Each of these decisions is focused not only on
learning and knowing about Christ, but rather becoming like Him.

The first time that | preached this principle the title of the message was “The
Stages of Life.” As we proceed, | hope you will indeed catch this Biblical
concept. Admittedly, it will be difficult for some to accept as deeply ingrained

teaching and thinking is always difficult to question.

However, this is the Biblical recipe for reclaiming, rebirthing, and restoring,
the ‘Christian’ name and influence in our culture. The recipe looks something

like this;

Begin with a cup full of open-mindedness

Pray, allowing the Holy Spirit to speak over the loud sounds of your personal
preconceptions.
Add the Biblical principles and teachings we will share

Mix in to this a touch (not too much) of your real-life observations (which |
believe, will confirm these truths)

In the final analysis, | believe you will come to the same spiritual conclusions that
| have. Allow me to briefly state the teaching which we will be developing,
defending, and explaining, throughout the following pages.

The journey from being a person who has no knowledge of Christ, the Bible,
heaven, and hell (commonly referred to as a ‘lost person’) to becoming an
authentic, Biblical [JChristian(] involve passing through four levels or stages in
life. Atthis point, we will state these and their accompanying Bible text. Each of
these will be developed and discussed later in the great detail. These are as
follows:

1. The Lost Person This is possibly one of the most accepted of this

entire process as any discerning student of Holy Scripture clearly
understands this stage in life. We can use various texts to establish
this stage or level in life. Some of the most familiar are Romans 3,

Romans 6, Romans 10, 1 Corinthians 2, Ephesians 2, and even
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more. This is the person who is called “the natural man” or “of the
flesh”.

2. The Believers - Acts 2-5 - In Acts 2, when and after the Holy Spirit
descended on that little band of believers in Jerus alem during the
event we call “Pentecost,” they became spirit-filled believers. The
church grew at an exponential rate, yet until chapter 5 we see them
called believers.

3. The Disciples - Acts 6 - In chapter 6 the language seems to change
somewhat when speaking about the church. Now it seems that the
name “believer” had been replace by a new name, “disciple,” which
means a follower or learner.

4. The Christian - Acts 11 - In the progression of this first century (and
genuinely first) church, is it noteworthy and, | believe important, that
we have to wait until we get to Antioch to see the believers given a
new name, “Christian.”

Well, here is the outline of our thinking. Let us now begin our trek and ask God

to help us as leaders, lost people, believers, and disciples, to understand and

apply this teaching. In doing so, may we be convicted to teach these truths to

our members, both new believers and long time members. There will only be a

change in our community, county, count ry, and world, when the word “Christian”

regains the same meaning that it possessed at Antioch. Finally, in this way there
will be fewer killings in the name of Christianity unless it is indeed as a martyr.

Additionally, the name “Christian” will once again mean “Christ like” or “Little

Christ.”
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Chapter 2
Stage One:
“The Lost Person"
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Stage One:

“The Lost Person”

Luke 15 has often been called “the Lost Chapter” in the Bible. As told by
Jesus and recorded by Dr. Luke, this chapter contains three stories which
introduce the concept of being “lost” as well as “found.” It is in these
stories that Jesus gives us practical illustrations along with powerful
imagery of the magnitude of God ’s love for that or those which are lost.
Let us never overlook the powerful love of God as is demonstrated by the
woman, the shepherd, and the father for the coin, the sheep, and the son.

Each of these people literally changed their lives and lifestyles to redirect
their energy in recovering that which was lost.

For most readers, the term “lost person” needs little explanation. For
years, those inside the institutional church have been instructed about this
stage in life. Most believers understand that, apart from a personal faith in
Christ, an individual is spiritually lost in their sin with no hope of heaven.
This stage of life finds its beginnings in the Garden of Eden. But why does
God term this “lost”? What does it mean to be “lost”? The best answer to
these and other questions is to start at the beginning. Together, let’s

refresh our memories about this.

The Lost Person - Biblical Beginnings

Can you imagine it? Living in a “perfect world”? Can you truly fathom
living in a world where the entirety of its laws and rules were given in just
“one simple statement”? Candidly, that is almost beyond my imagination.
Quite likely, this is because of my history.

As a young boy, it seemed that | was always ‘breaking’ someone’s rule.
Mom’s, Dad’s, grandparent’s, teacher’s, or even my principal’s rules were
always getting broken and (it seemed to me) | was the one doing the
breaking. My question was (and still is), “How does one learn these rules

and stay out of trouble?” Until today no one has adequately answered that

25



question for me (well, at least not to my satisfaction). Sad to say, some 40+
years later | know most of the rules which | was expected to abide (back
then) and now, all these rules have changed! You see, as a married man,

my wife has a completely different set of rules than did those in authority
over me when | was a child and well, instead of staying out of trouble,

these days the only change is “the one with whom | am in trouble”. (This is
another story for another time) The point is how great it would have been to
live in a world of perfection that had only one rule.

Just think about it. Think about the world which Adam and Eve called
home. It was a beautiful garden setting which enjoyed perfect weather

(year round). They could wander all through the garden enjoying the fruit,
they could communicate with the animals, there was no laundry to do (yet

they still wore the latest fashions), they simply enjoyed creation, and as
today’s teenagers would say, they just “hung out.” To live in such a
wonderful place was simply unimaginable. And the “icing on the cake”
was that God had given them only one rule to obey.

So, what was this simple rule? It must have been an all inclusive,
overwhelming paragraph which covered many things! Truly, God must

have given a supernatural statement which demonstrated His superior
wisdom, intellect, and command of the language for His crown creation.
Maybe it was a “holy” and “divine” statement which contained much poetry
and prophecy. Sorry to disappoint you. None of these statements even
come close. It was simply, “Don’t eat of the tree.” And He was very
specific, “Don’t eat of the tree which grows in the middle of the garden.”
All the rest, you can enjoy, but leave this one tree alone.

Quite likely, neither Adam nor Eve had any idea about the generational
implications of obeying or disobeying that rule. Yet, God had made one

thing clear to them; “in the day you eat of that tree, you shall surely die.”
Although | have never heard the audible voice of God, | have indeed heard
Him speak in my spirit and have read much of His words in the Holy Bible.
Every time God speaks, there is one characteristic which seems to hold

true. God always speaks in terms which are simple enough for the one or
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ones to whom He is speaking to clearly understand His intent. While
Adam and Eve may not have comprehended the generation implications of

this rule, certainly they clearly understood the personal implications of their
disobedience. So for a period of time, they gladly obeyed this simple
command and immensely enjoyed the garden, each other, and their

fellowship with their creator, Aimighty God. They walked with Him in the
“cool of the evening” just as He had designed them to do.

Did you know when God created mankind this is exactly what he had in
mind? Mankind was and is God’s “crown creation” and His desire not only
“was” but “is” to walk with us in the “cool of the evening.” He desires our
friendship, our fellowship, as well as our followship. At this point, we
should state the obvious; based on a myriad of scripture passages, we can
always be certain of God’s unfailing and unending love. Conversely, you
can be equally certain that God hates and will judge sin. Such is the case

in the Garden of Eden.

Into this perfect world there came a serpent. This slithering snake was
literally possessed and powered by the spirit of Satan himself. He slithered
in for one purpose. That purpose was to deceive Adam and/or Eve and
get them to disobey God’s one rule. Exactly what was Satan’s offer? It
was the lure and promise of becoming like God.

At this point in the story, we can certainly make the application that while
Satan’s means of this particular deception might have taken on a slightly
different form (no longer do serpents talk), his method of deceiving God’s
crown creation largely remain the same. Satan is still on the prowl seeking

whom he may devour. He does this by daring them to “eat off of the tree.”
In the Garden of Eden, the temptation was fruit. It was beautiful, juicy, and
tasty. This was seemingly a harmless suggestion which offered much

return.

His promise to Eve was that she would become like God. Satan is still
making the same promise today. The tree which he now offers today is

that of humanism, secularism, atheism, or any of the other hundreds

“isms” in our culture. Satan’s success comes when he effectively derails
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us, God’s crown creation, from the divine fellowship which God desires to
enjoy with mankind. Satan accomplishes this when he gets us to violate
one of God’s commands. In this, he finds his only victory.

However, in the Garden of Eden Satan had a great deal more at stake

than at any other time in history. Remember, Satan slithered into a
“perfect, sinless” world. Until he uttered "Did God really say, "You must not
eat from any tree in the garden'?" he had not been heard from on planet

earth. Holy Scriptures gives us a picture of Satan’s rebellion in and
expulsion from Heaven, but Genesis 3 is the first time he is seen in the
creation story. Quite obviously, he was created (by God) as a “heavenly
being” and then was expelled when he rebelled. Even though he was cast

out of heaven, obviously he maintained and/or still maintains some of the
characteristics of a “heavenly being” (no, he does not wear a red suit and
carry a pitch fork-well, at least not all of the time). Enough so, Satan had

either observed, discovered, or even been told that God had created a new
and perfect world with a new and perfect creation whom He dearly loved.

So Satan devised a plan that he hoped would reshape the history of this
new creation. His desire was to affect and afflict this “perfect world” in
such a way as to “hurt God” and “gain followers” for himself. His plan was
to find a chink in the armor of these people, make the m an offer (they
couldn’t refuse), and bring them down into his world. In doing so, he would
gain a foothold in the lives of generations to follow. He knew that he had to
be subtle, simple, and believable. He had to approach someone that

could be deceived. Who would it be? Who could it be? Satan found his
first target. Eve.

It seems clear that until this encounter between the serpent and Eve
communing with nature was a common and even expected part of life.

After all, this was indeed a perfect world and the residents of the garden
knew there was absolutely nothing to fear. Candidly, at this point in time
Adam and Eve may not have even known the concept of “fear.” What a
far cry from the way world we know today! Today, we are fearful of many

things and snakes (l.E., serpents) head the list. However, Eve seemed
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very comfortable having a conversation with the serpent. It seems she had
no problems with communication with the fact that the serpent was actually
talking with her.

When the serpent, that old man Satan, approached her and began with,
“Did God really say?” His vocal inflection was, in all likelihood, quite
seductive and suggestive. He was attempting to seduce and deceive this
simple minded lady. Please understand that she was “simple-minded”
because all she knew about was the simplicity found in loving and serving
God. Possibly because of this fact, Satan succeeded in his seduction.
Eve, as we all know, took the piece of fruit and ate it. Scripture records she
then gave some to her husband and he ate it. It was in that instant that the
course of all creation changed!

What a moment in history! The two people who had lived in a peaceful
perfectly planned paradise had now traded their immortality, their peace,
and their paradise for a piece of fruit. In all of history, there is not a more
poignant moment to be considered. Consider the following statements;
Adam and Eve had been living lives that were planned to be immortal and now they were to
die a physical death. Death is the result of sin. And their sin was eating one piece of frui.
The world which had never before even heard of sin was now infested and infected with a
disease from which it would never recover. This disease was sin. It would be generational
as it would deeply affect and afflict their own children to the point of murder. Sin would so
infect the generations to come that before long God would have to destroy His entire
creation by water, saving only seven people to repopulate the world He had created. All of
this because of one piece of fruit.

Instead of enjoying a feeling of anticipation for a walk with God in the cool of the day, they
now felt anxiety for having to face God with the dirt of sin on their soul. To draw a parallel, it
was like working all day in the sun, perspiring until your clothes are soaked with sweat and
then having to go to bed without a shower. Again, because of one piece of fruit.

Until this act, no animals have been recorded being killed for any purpose. After their sin,
animals were killed and clothes were made from the skins for the offending couple. This is
the first picture of how God will take care of His children even when His discipline is in full

sway. You guessed it, because of one piece of fruit.
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= To this point, Adam and Eve had lived their entire existence with the “light” of God in their
souls. Inthis single act of disobedience, the light was withdrawn (until accepting God's offer
of forgiveness) and the darkness of sin invaded their souls. And it is that darkness which
covers the souls of mankind today, the darkness of sin. Please never forget that “darkness”
is the “absence of light.” Where the Holy Spirit does not dwell no light exist, thus darkness
prevails. Once again, it was a simple act of disobedience found in the eating of one piece of
fruit.

= God is a Holy God and demands holiness. Adam and Eve were His by creation and were
always under His divine guidance UNTIL they disobeyed His “one rule.” At that point, they
were now ‘lost from His perfect plan,” “lost from His peaceful garden,” and “lost from His

personal presence.”

We could expand this simple list to page after page and chapter after chapter
discussing the results of this one act. Suffice to say that with the eating of one
piece of fruit in an act of disobedience to God, Satan managed to change the
course of human history. Holy Scriptures clearly reveal s, “the people walked in
darkness,” “for all have sinned,” “there is none righteous,” “we are dead in
trespasses and sin,” “in sin we were all born.” Need | continue? The
scriptures make it clear that every person who is born on planet earth is born in
sin and the darkness of sin invades their soul. The summary is this; that a soul
born in darkness, living in darkness, and walking in darkness, is indeed a lost
soul. A lost soul equates into a “lost person™.

Parenthetically, the next time you or someone you know is tempted to
rationalize your sin by saying, “it’s just this one time,” “it affects no one but
me,” or “it’s just a little sin;” please remember that disobedience is
disobedience. Additionally, partial obedience is disobedience. All of these acts
of disobedience rarely, if ever, stop with the one who commits the act. Watch

now as we see a little of the impact of this one act of disobedience.

The Lost Person - A Modern Principle

The Bible teaches that from the “age of accountability” each of us is

responsible to God for our sins, faults, and failures. God is looking at our hearts
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and seeing our souls for what is truly there. Apart from the forgiveness of
Christ, we are lost people. Why? Because the Bible teaches, we are “dead”in
trespasses and sin. Now | am aware that we are breathing, walking around,
working at our jobs, playing golf, fishing, and all the rest, but candidly, none of
these activities is evidence that we are truly “alive” or “living.” Many people go
through the mundane tasks of life and never really live. Without Christ, no
individual has a clue where he or she is headed. Real living means knowing
exactly where you are going because you understand where you have
been. Without Christ, no individual has a clue where he or she is headed. The
Bible says, “it is appointed unto man once to die, after that.” Since Christ holds
both the keys and the answers for eternity, it is safe to assume that without a
relationship with Christ, one is simply wandering through this world, guessing at
what to do, striving to figure it out on their own, and meandering in a
meaningless way toward whatever is around the bend. Now, | do not know

about you, but that sounds like being lost to me. Let me illustrate;

As | remember it, it was a December afternoon in 1978 when John
Michael and a friend grabbed their guns and headed to the woods to
do a little squirrel hunting before dark. They walked down the road
and headed east along the railroad track to the patch of “swampy
woods” where they had hunted a number of times before. The
swamp was thick and at least to me, all the trees looked the same,
especially at dark. About fifteen minutes before sunset John
Michael’s dad came into my office and said, “the boys aren’t back
and it’ll be dark in a few minutes.” The concern in his eyes let me
know this was no joking matter and that we needed to move quidly.

In less than five minutes, something like a dozen or more people
were in the hunt for the boys. Walking down the railroad track where
the boys would have entered the woods, | heard a shotgun fire on
the opposite side of the swamp. Retreating backto the point where |
began my search, | discovered that one group of searchers had
found the boys safe, sound, and scared. They had been hunting,
paying more attention to the squirrels than to their surrounding, lost
their bearings, and had attempted to “feel and find” their way out of
the woods. Their efforts were thwarted by the sun having set and
thus limiting their ability to see markers to show the way out.
Truthfully, they were not far from being “out of the woods,” but could
not see the way out because the trees were so thick. Becoming tired
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and discouraged, they had sat down to rest when they heard the
searchers shouting their names. So the boys had fired their guns to
be found.

What was the bad news? They were lost. They had no idea where
they were headed. They had kept “moving,” yet their lack of
direction proved more than they could overcome on their own. What
is the good news? They were found. Why were they found? It was
only because of the diligence of the searchers.

Just as surely as this pair of hunters were lost and in danger, so is the person
who has never met Christ in forgiveness. This person is wandering in the
woods of his own faults and failures called sin. Christ calls his or her name.
Time and time again He calls yet the re is no response. There are dangers that
lie ahead for this lost person, but the person never responds. If this person
never responds, he is doomed to an eternity of death and darkness. As a lost
person, death means never finding the way to life everlasting. Death apart from
the love and grace of Christ is a death that never ends. Did you get that? This
is a death that never ends. Consider this illustration that will strike a visual and
emotional note with many. Most of us have witnessed situations exactly like
this;
= Imagine, if you will, an individual who is sick with cancer. Little by little
the family watches their loved one being taken away. The invading
disease is relentless. It keeps attacking. The body gets deathly sick,
the pain is unbearable, the medicine ceases to help, and the sight is
heartbreaking. Pretty soon, the family begins to pray for God to take

their loved one and ease the suffering. (If you have ever seen this, this
sight will always be a part of your memory.)

In our earthly bodies, God is able and willing to answer the family ’s request.
Our loving Lord does and will either perform physical healing or call our loved
one home. Please do not view the following statement as “cold” and
“unfeeling,” only as fact. Whether God heals your believing loved one or
chooses to call them into eternity, He has performed a divine healing that
relieves the suffering and pain of their sickness. The scriptures repeatedly
confirm that to be absent of this body is to be present in paradise.

However if you can imagine this, the place called hell is the above situation with

one exception, there is never any relief. Instead of divine healing or passing
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away, the suffering never ends. Instead of being relieved and released, the
pain never goes away. Eternal pain, torment, and isolation are the constant
companions to the residents of hell. Additionally, in hell no one’s prayers will
be heard. None of the cries from the person in Hell will ever reach the ears that
“could” assist. It will simply go on and on and on. Hell is permanent. It is
forever. And the real “kicker” is this, “God’s love and blessing” will never again
be seen, felt, or heard from again. Yes, this is the place spoken of in the Holy
Bible as the permanent abode for th e Lost Person. It is called “hell,” or the

“Lake of Fire.”

The Lost Person - The Importance

There are several reasons it is important for us to understand the lost person
and lostness. First, if we never allow ourselves to understand or comprehend
the term “lost,” we will never understand the need for personal forgiveness. To
be lost means to be “apart from God,” to be “dead in our trespasses and sin,”
to be “without the Sprit of God”, to be a “natural person”, to be “controlled by
the flesh,” to succumb to the “lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the
pride of life.” It is essential that we understand the concept of lostness so that
we may come to faith in Christ for the forgiveness of our own sins.

Next, if we never see ourselves as lost we will never find a reason to come to
faith or as church goers say, “to be saved.” Today in the institutionalized
church, we have almost dismissed the concept of “lostness” from both our
churches as well as our community life. Today ’s culture tells us that we must
have a good self-image, be confident and strong. To actually admit that we are
in fact, lost exposes the probability that we admit to needing “something” or
“lacking” something. To do this is an admission of weakness and our culture
frowns on things like this.

May | submit that we are both “lacking” and “needing” something? We
desperately need a restoration of our relationship with God. This restoration
comes only through a relationship with God’s Son, Jesus Christ, who said, “I
am the way.” In fact, He is the “way, truth, and life, and NO ONE comes to the
Father but through Him (Jesus).”
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Finally, if we never understand lostness we will never be concerned about family,
friends, and acquaintances that are lost. We will literally dismiss the truth that
they will spend an eternity apart from Christ in a place of torment. You see, if we
dismiss the concept of lostness and the lost person, we have no fear of
tomorrow for the ones we know and love. This type of thinking goes something
like this;
God is a good God. And a good God loves all the good people. And everyone |
know is indeed a good person. So my logical conclusion to this scenario is this; the
good God who loves all the good people will send all those good people to a good
place called Heaven. Everybody will be together for eternity in this good place and
we will have a good eternity, just being together and being good because God is

good and we are good and heaven is good so it is “all good.”

Sound “good” to you? It sounds good only if you avoid the truth of God’s word.
The Bible clearly teaches that apart from Christ we are “lost” in our sin. Lost
meaning no hope on our own, no possibility of finding our way out, and
wandering aimlessly in this life just hoping everything turns out okay in the end.

Being lost is a terrifying and even debilitating condition. Yet, each of us has
been born and live in that very condition called a spiritual lost person. We are

simply not sure of the “where” and “how” we were created and are equally

unsure of where we will spend eternity. In all honesty, this “lost” condition is
similar (in some ways) to alcoholism.

Please consider this; before an alcoholic can receive adequate help or possess
the desire to be helped, he or she must do one simple yet difficult thing. In all

candor, treatment for this addiction can never begin until this person “does” this
one simple yet difficult thing. He or she must make a simple admission. The
admission is this; “my name is Joe and |’m an alcoholic.” Until that admission
is voluntarily made, there can be no realistic hope of recovery, sobriety, or even
a return to life as was known before “the bottle.” With this admission of
possessing a problem simultaneously comes a desire for help. Let me expand

a little on that eight word statement. Here is the essence of what is being

communicated in those words, “my name is Joe and I’m an alcoholic who no

longer wants to be an alcoholic. 1’m tired of the alcohol controlling my life and |
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want to return control to me. Therefore, this is my first step at turning my back
on the bottle and setting a course of life that will set me free.”
When an alcoholic makes this type of statement, he or she is now ready to start
admitting and dealing with their problem so they can win the victory over the
enemy. To use a “Bible” term, they have now “repented” of their addiction.
They are so sorry for this struggle that they are now prepared to turn away from
it.
Can you now see the parallel with this and being lost. Until a person realizes
they are lost, they neither “can” nor “will” do anything about it. Until they say,
“my name is Joe and I’m a lost sinner,” they will have little motivation to make a
change. Why is this? There are many reasons but consider the following
thoughts;
= given the fact they will not admit they are indeed a lost sinner,
= given the fact that they do not know or recognize what lies at the end of
the life of a lost person, and
= given the fact that their heart has never been “broken” by the word of
the gospel and the work of the Holy Spirit,

there is literally no reason for them to even give a ‘“second-thought” or

consider their spiritual condition, eternal destination, or even their present life.

Have you been drawn by the Spirit of Holy God to realize your need for
forgiveness? The Bible says, “it is appointed to a man once to die, and after
that, the judgment.” What awaits a “lost person” at the end of life is harsh
judgment that le ads to eternal darkness, torment, and damnation. Think of it,
an eternity of being lost, alone, suffering, no hope of reprieve or release. As
you have read this chapter, perhaps God has begun to speak to you. Why not,
in the quietness of your reading, just simply bow your head and pray for God to
save you? You may ask, “how or what would | do or say?” | thought you would
never ask, let me assist. Remember it is not the words of your mouth as much
as the attitude of your heart. If you are indeed a “lost person,” check out the

following prayer and let it assist you in changing your life forever.

Dear God,
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| know that | have broken your laws and have offended you
by my sins. | recognize that | need your forgiveness. |
know that Jesus died for my sin and then was raised that |
might have forgiveness and a new life. | ask you to come
into my life, forgive me, and give me a new life. As best |
can, | commit my life to you from this time forward. Help
me begin to study your word and pray every day fo get to
know you better. Lead me to find a body of believers where
| can gain encouragement and help in my daily walk with
you. AMEN.
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Chapter 3
Stage TWO:
“The Believer”
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